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Best in Show is the first and only book of its kind in the world….part beautiful coffee table book, part extensive reference tool, part “how-to” guide, and highly entertaining read….Best in Show has something for everyone who loves show dogs and dog shows, written by an internationally recognized expert.
Best in Show includes: 

· 150 years of dog show history, including top dogs and dog show personalities from around the world, cataloged and recorded for the first time in one book

· Over 700 images and photographs including rare photos, tapestries, and illustrations

· The interesting origins of dog shows – first in England in the 1850s, then its growth and development around the world as a fascination for millions of people
· What judges are looking for in the show ring

· The latest international developments in the sport

· Legendary figures and famous dogs that have earned near celebrity status
· An interesting read from Bo Bengtson’s first person account of his nearly 50 years in dog shows
Best in Show truly has something for everyone at all levels of involvement.  Experienced dog show people will appreciate the rich history and material that was gathered from around the world and recorded for the first time in one book. Those new to the sport will enjoy discovering dog show development, and the top people and the top dogs of the past and the present.  Those watching dog shows on TV will appreciate the sport even more by learning about the players, the fundamentals of showing, judging, and handling, and perhaps a new generation will even come out to the dog shows and get involved.

For a review copy of BEST IN SHOW or to arrange an interview with author Bo Bengtson, please contact Lisa MacDonald at lmacdonald@bowtieinc.com or 949.855.8822 x 3345
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High Praise for Best in Show

“Whether you show a dog every weekend or just watch the Westminster Kennel Club on television each year, Bo Bengtson’s Best in Show is a must-read to help you enjoy and 

understand the world of dog shows even more. It’s an in-depth look at dogs, breeders, handlers, and judges who have made and continue to make this a great family sport. 

You’ll learn about the history and the evolution of the sport and the competition and get an up-close look at popular breeds and how dog shows work. If you enjoy dog shows

as a celebration of the dogs in our lives, you’ll love Best in Show.”

—David Frei, co-host, The Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show on USA Network

“To every endeavor under the sun, each generation is given a gift of greatness. Music gave birth to Beethoven, from the world of art emerged Andy Warhol, Tiger Woods is Golf in the modern era, and Bo Bengtson is the greatest living dog writer of our times. Like a handful of others before him, Bengtson’s work will be discussed, shared, and quoted for years to come. The perfect vehicle for the intellectually doggy—this book deserves a quiet nook, a glass of mellow wine, and a favorite dog curled by your feet. It is deeply interesting, and everyone who considers themselves a dog aficionado simply must have this book in their archives. Best in Show is a gottahaveit for the thinking man’s (and woman’s) dog lover.” 

—Kerrin Winter-Churchill, president, Alliance of Purebred Dog Writers

“Whether you are a veteran of the world of purebred dogs or have simply been wondering what all the fuss is about, Bo Bengtson clarifies the world of dog shows in Best in Show, a scrupulously researched and gracefully written new book that highlights the world’s great dog shows, personalities, and breeders. Based in large part on the author’s nearly 50 years’ participation in the sport, Best in Show details the joys and the disappointments that invariably accompany success in this complex but ultimately rewarding hobby of breeding and keeping those beautiful dogs that ultimately end up in the show ring.”   

—Gretchen Bernardi, breeder, AKC judge and delegate, author
“At long last a factual and meticulously researched history of the purebred dog scene around the world. It's an everything-you-ever- wanted-to-know book about the fascinating world of show dogs. One of the first complete who, what, when, and where tomes ever published here or abroad. And who better to have written it than Bo Bengtson, who has traveled the world successfully experiencing practically every facet of the dog world’s vast array of opportunities and challenges.” 

—Richard G. Beauchamp, breeder, exhibitor, judge, dog writer 

“Best in Show: The World of Show Dogs and Dog Shows provides a definitive picture of how the modern purebred was shaped by kennel clubs and dog shows. Historical perspective not only invites predictions concerning their future role in the dog world; it offers surprising revelations about the state of the game today. No one is better prepared to present this complex subject than Bo Bengtson. This book is a gift to the dog world precisely when it is needed most.”  

—Amy Fernandez, artist, author, breeder, president of Dog Writers Association of America

“What incredible good fortune, for the dog world, to have someone with Bo Bengtson’s enthusiasm, passion, intelligence—not to mention his research and writing skills—take on this monumental task. The result is a must read for dog lovers, breeders, judges, and historians alike.”  

—Bill McFadden, handler and breeder

 

“There has never been a dog book like this because only one man could have written it, Bo Bengtson. Purist is the word that always comes to mind when I think of Bo and his perspective of the sport of purebred dogs. This book is a fascinating read.”  

—Betty-Anne Stenmark 
 "With Bo Bengtson`s encyclopaedic knowledge of dogs, mixed with his own involvement over many years crossing several continents, I eagerly anticipated seeing his new book.  It surpasses anything I imagined; a truly wonderful book in which the breadth of coverage of both the past and present is awe-inspiring. And it is fun and easy to read."   

—Ferelith Somerfield, breeder, Crufts Best in Show judge, and canine journalist 

"Bo Bengtson has covered the world of the dog show with his usual élan. 

Bo is a gifted writer who has brought much to the dog fancy, and his classic book, Best in Show, presents an in-depth history of dog shows as well as a perceptive look into contemporary events. This one is a must read!" 

—Patricia Craige Trotter, author of Born To Win, AKC judge, and Norwegian Elkhound breeder

“An astonishing accomplishment! The long-awaited book by dog authority, Bo Bengtson. I have just seen my life flash before my eyes. My fifty years in the dog sport here in the U.S. and Great Britain (U.K.) are a small part of the scope of Best in Show, the book. The most comprehensive history of our sport I have ever read. It's a must-have for every dog fancier's bookshelf.”
—Peter Green, international dog handler and judge
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