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Q&A with Bo Bengtson, Author of Best in Show 
[image: image2.jpg]



Q: Why did you write the book?

A: There really is not a single book out there that deals with the entire sport and how this all became such a big interest for so many millions of people worldwide.  Also, there isn’t much information about the dogs and all the interesting people who made [dog shows] what they are today…and that’s what I wanted to put down on paper for the future. 

Q: How did the project get started?

A: I’ve been working on it for four years actively, but it has been almost a lifetime project. It’s something I’ve wanted to do pretty much my whole life since I started with dogs, and I guess I’ve been working towards it for many, many years.

Q: What is the book about?

A: The book is about the history of dog shows and show dogs worldwide since the beginning; since it started more than 150 years ago. It basically covers all areas of the sport—breeding, showing, judging—in pretty much the entire known world where show dogs are a hobby and fascination for so many people. 

Q: History synopsis of dog shows

A: It has been going on for more than 150 years. It basically started in England in the 1850s simply because that was the first time in history a middle class existed with sufficient time and money to be able to devote themselves to hobbies such as dog shows. 

Q: How did you compile these rare facts, statistics, and history covering 3 decades?
A: Compiling all the material that went into the book was a rather complicated business because there is so much information out there, but it was all scattered. I basically had to contact and get help from people all over the world; from the library at the American Kennel Club and the library in England and from experienced dog people who have been around for a long time in many parts of the world, such as judges and breeders. In addition to global sources, I have in my own garage an extensive collection of old dog books and dog magazines and photographs that I have been collecting for several decades.
Q: What first attracted you to the dog world?

A: I went to my first dog show in 1958 when I was 14 years old. It was, I think, a unique combination of so many different things. It’s a little bit like Vanity Fair, a little bit like the circus, a little bit like theater; and of course, the main thing is that there are hundreds of dogs, even thousands of dogs in the same place that come in all these different shapes and forms…and for anyone who loves dogs, it’s just heaven. 
Q: Explain your passion for the dog world

A: My feeling for the sport of dogs and dog shows, to me, it’s passion; it’s like breathing. It’s something I’ve done for almost 50 years and been involved in for almost 50 years and I can’t quite imagine not being involved in it. If you love dogs, to get the opportunity to be with dogs and deal with dogs pretty much 24/7, that is a great privilege.

Q: Type of people attracted to dog shows

A: One of the great things about this sport is that it attracts people from pretty much every way of life. It doesn’t matter what age you are, what your profession is, where you live, or your education. Anyone can be involved in dogs, and anyone can be successful in dogs if you are genuinely interested and you have the talent to find what you can do best. 
Q: What is your most memorable moment in the ring?
A: I think the most memorable moments are the first ones. The very first time I showed a dog and got a ribbon…I actually had a show dog. That was amazing to me. I think having a puppy that you love and that you maybe bred yourself or you raised it and seeing that puppy blossom into a show dog...that’s a wonderful feeling to see that dog grow and become a star in its own right. It’s a very, very rewarding feeling. 

Q: What is your most memorable moment as a dog show judge?
A: When you are in the ring and into the ring comes a dog that gives you goose bumps.... It doesn’t happen very often. I mean, you love all dogs, but sometimes there is that really special one that makes your hair stand on end and that is an incomparable feeling. I think that happens to all judges. It’s a wonderful feeling. 

Q: What led you to your dog show involvement and residency in the US?
A: I grew up in Sweden and traveled America by Greyhound bus in the late 60’s.  I loved everything about it. I ended up staying in California for six months, working in a kennel and going to UCLA. I had a wonderful time and eventually I moved over here. Dog shows in America are huge…it’s a very big occupation. In many ways, we’re world leaders, but it’s also a very international sport. We all learned from mother England, where it all started, and it’s a give and take these days.  There are so many other countries that in my time have become part of that whole world of dog show and show dogs, not just Europe, but also Scandinavia and all the English-speaking countries of the world;  Australia, Canada, and of course New Zealand.  More recently Asia (specifically Japan) – Japan is very big in dogs, the top dog in America this year is a Japanese dog –  Russia in the last few years, and of course now China is where its really happening. It’s a very international occupation, and that’s part of the reason I find it so fascinating. 
Q: Is this an American book or an international book?

A: It’s definitely an international book with credit to mother England for originating the sport. Nothing even nearly as comprehensive or international has ever been attempted.  Each chapter – about shows, judges, breeders, handlers, etc. – deals first with the British, then the American, and then the “rest of the world” that is under the FCI banner.  Photographically speaking, out of 700 photos, there are over 200 photos of English dogs and an additional 130 from other countries.

 
There is even an English-born dog [Coco] winning England’s top dog trophy on the cover!



Q: What does the book have to offer?

A: What my book has to offer is information that really isn’t available anywhere else in one place. Its recording history as far back as history has been recorded in dogs and in dog shows, and it is I think, a reference tool that will be used over and over again by people who are involved in the sport. 

Q: Does the book have something for everyone?

A: Best in Show does have something for everyone. It’s a reference tool recording what has happened for so many decades in the sport of dogs, the top dogs, the top handlers, and who won what; and it’s also coffee table book with over 700 photographs of beautiful dogs of all different kinds, many historically unique, old photographs of top dogs from all over the world for these many decades. It’s also entertaining. There are so many colorful stories about all these wonderful people and dogs that it will be a great read as well. 

Q: What will readers learn from the book?

A: What you will learn from my book depends on who you are. If you are an experienced dog person, then you will appreciate the fact that there is so much material in this book that has not been recorded in one place before. If you are new to dogs, you will enjoy finding out what happened in the sport in the past, who the big stars are…the top people and the top dogs of the past and the present.  If you are at home watching dog shows on TV, you will probably appreciate watching it even more by learning from this book about the players, the people who are involved in the sport, and perhaps you will even come to the shows and get involved.
Q: What would you like to say those who have bought your book?
A: If you just bought this book, I want you to know that it’s a labor of love. It’s something that I have worked on for many years as a result of many decades of involvement in the sport and also the result of the cooperation of so many people. The photographers have been absolutely wonderful, handlers and breeders and judges from all over the world have answered questions and contributed to the book, and I am just so grateful to everyone who has helped me with this book. 
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